
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, December 27, 2020, 8:00 a.m. 
 
Prelude 
 
Greeting And Moment Of Fellowship 
 
Entrance Hymn 
Please stand for the last verse of the hymn. 

 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful  

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

 
Introit  

 

P Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 
C holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore. 
P Your throne is established | from of old;* 
C you are from ever- | lasting. 
P The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 
C the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 
P Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 
C it shall nev- | er be moved. 
P The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted | up their voice;* 
C the floods lift up their | roaring. 
P Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves | of the sea,* 
C the LORD on high is | mighty! 
P Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
C and to the Holy | Spirit; 
P as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
C is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
P Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 
C holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore. 
P Your throne is established | from of old;* 
C you are from ever- | lasting. 

 
Kyrie  

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more 
wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–5 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 



Epistle Galatians 4:1–7 

 1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2but 
he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, when we were children, 
were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you 
are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse  

 

 
 

Holy Gospel  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
 

 
 
 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 
his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, 
having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at 
that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own 
town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

Sit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon     Pastor Matt Wallis 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



 
Prayer of the Church 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
After each portion of the prayers: 

P  Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 
The prayers conclude: 

P  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 



 
Benediction  

 

 
 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Words of Departure 

P   Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
C  Thanks be to God! 
 


