HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Sunday, March 21, 2021, 8:00 a.m.
Prelude
Greeting And Moment Of Fellowship
Entrance Hymn
Please stand for the last verse of the hymn.

Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

Tune and text: Public domain

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

1

P

C

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

P Vindicate me, | O God,*
C and defend my cause against an ungodly | people,
P from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!*
C For you are the God in whom I take | refuge.
P Send out your light and your truth; let them | lead me;*
C let them bring me to your holy hill and to your | dwelling!
P Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my ex- | ceeding joy,*
C and I will praise you with the lyre, O | God, my God.
P Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?*
C Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation | and my God.
P Vindicate me, | O God,*
C and defend my cause against an ungodly | people,
P from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!*
C For you are the God in whom I take | refuge.

Kyrie
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved
evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
Genesis 22:1–14
1
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took
two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the
place of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come
again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand
the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he
said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
8
Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them
together.
9
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order
and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took
the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”
And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and
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offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Hebrews 9:11–15
11

When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect
tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the
blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of
defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the
flesh, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
15
Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal
inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.

“Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47Whoever is of God hears
the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.”
48
The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus
answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory;
there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see
death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say,
‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the
prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is
my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know him. If I were
to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56Your father
Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty
years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
59
So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.
46

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

]
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In His Temple Now Behold Him

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon

Pastor Matt Wallis

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
After each portion of the prayers:
P Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C Amen
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Sit

Offering
Stand

Offertory

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
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P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave
His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal
feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Communion Distribution
Holy Cross believes that the Lord’s Supper is a gift of Jesus to His church. The apostle Paul wrote, “Let a man examine
himself, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For any one who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats
and drinks judgment upon himself.” (I Corinthians 11:28-29). Out of loving concern for those that commune and from
our understanding of the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions, we request that those who commune here:
1. Be baptized Christians
2. Should have received special instruction on the essence and significance of the Lord’s Supper.
3. Are mature enough to examine themselves, recognizing their sin and their need for God’s grace through this special
means.
4. Profess the “real presence” of Christ in this sacrament, that is, confessing the true presence of Jesus’ body in the
bread and His blood in the wine.
We request that all that come to the Lord’s Supper join us in acknowledging the preceding affirmations of our
understanding of communion. Non-communing children may join their parents. They are asked to fold their hands for a
blessing. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak with the pastor after the service.
If you are unable to drink wine, the inner tray has alcohol free wine. If you are in need of gluten free bread, please
speak with one of the pastors.
Stand

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Benediction
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Fight the Good Fight

Text and tune: Public domain

Words of Departure
P
Go in peace and serve the Lord!
C Thanks be to God!
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