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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
Sunday, January 9, 2021, 8:00 a.m.


Prelude

Greeting And Moment Of Fellowship

Entrance Hymn
Please stand for the last verse of the hymn.


Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way
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Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000854
Tune: Public domain

P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

P	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P	Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.


P	Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit	
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P I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and | lifted up;*
C and the train of his robe filled the | temple.
P Then I heard the voice of a great multitude, | crying out,*
C “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Al- | mighty reigns.”
P Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all the earth!*
C Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with | singing!
P Know that the Lord, | he is God!*
C It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his | pasture.
P Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his | courts with praise!*
C Give thanks to him; | bless his name!
P For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures for- | ever,*
C and his faithfulness to all gener- | ations.
P Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
C and to the Holy | Spirit;
P as it was in the be- | ginning,*
C is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
P I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and | lifted up;*
C and the train of his robe filled the | temple.
P Then I heard the voice of a great multitude, | crying out,*
C “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Al- | mighty reigns.”

Kyrie	
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Gloria in Excelsis	
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Salutation and Collect of the Day	
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.

P	Let us pray.
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of Your people who call upon You and grant that they both perceive and know what things they ought to do and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C	Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading	1 Kings 8:6–13
	6Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the Most Holy Place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. 7For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so that the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. 8And the poles were so long that the ends of the poles were seen from the Holy Place before the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to this day. 9There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone that Moses put there at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant with the people of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. 10And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, 11so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.
	12Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. 13I have indeed built you an exalted house, a place for you to dwell in forever.”

A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Epistle	1 Corinthians 1:26–31
	26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse	
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Holy Gospel	
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
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	13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Sit







Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service
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Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000854
Tune: Public domain

Sermon     Pastor Chris Johnson

Stand

Nicene Creed
C	I believe in one God,
     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
After each portion of the prayers:
P	 Lord, in your mercy,
C	 hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
P	 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C	Amen


Sit

Offering

Stand

Offertory	
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Lord’s Prayer
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction	
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God of Grace and God of Glory
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Text and tune: Public domain

Words of Departure
P	  Go in peace and serve the Lord!
C	 Thanks be to God!




















Psalm     Psalm 50:1–15
1The Mighty One, God the Lord,
	speaks and summons the earth
	from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
	God shines forth.
3Our God comes; he does not keep silence;
	before him is a devouring fire,
	around him a mighty tempest.
4He calls to the heavens above
	and to the earth, that he may judge his people:
5“Gather to me my faithful ones,
	who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!”
6The heavens declare his righteousness,
	for God himself is judge!
7“Hear, O my people, and I will speak;
	O Israel, I will testify against you.
	I am God, your God.
8Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you;
	your burnt offerings are continually before me.
9I will not accept a bull from your house
	or goats from your folds.
10For every beast of the forest is mine,
	the cattle on a thousand hills.
11I know all the birds of the hills,
	and all that moves in the field is mine.
12“If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
	for the world and its fullness are mine.
13Do I eat the flesh of bulls
	or drink the blood of goats?
14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
	and perform your vows to the Most High,
15and call upon me in the day of trouble;
	I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”



