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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

Sunday, March 20, 2021, 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
Prelude 
 
Greeting And Moment Of Fellowship 
 
Entrance Hymn 
Please stand for the last verse of the hymn. 

 
 

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 
Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764–1824 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 



2 

 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

 
Introit 

 

P For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 
C but the way of the wicked will | perish. 
P For you are not a God who delights in | wickedness;* 
C evil may not | dwell with you. 
P The boastful shall not stand be- | fore your eyes;* 
C you hate all evil- | doers. 
P You destroy those | who speak lies;* 
C the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and de- | ceitful man. 
P But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will en- | ter 
your house.* 
C I will bow down toward your holy temple in the | fear of you. 
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P Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my | 
enemies;* 
C make your way straight be- | fore me. 
P Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
C and to the Holy | Spirit; 
P as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
C is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
P For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous,* 
C but the way of the wicked will | perish. 

 
Kyrie 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to 
all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them 
again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and 
hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading                                       Ezekiel 33:7–20 

 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of 
Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give 
them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you 
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 
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from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his 
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to 
turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person 
shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 
 10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you 
said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot 
away because of them. How then can we live?’ 11Say to them, As I 
live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, 
turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 
 12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of 
the righteous shall not deliver him when he transgresses, and as for 
the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns 
from his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by 
his righteousness when he sins. 13Though I say to the righteous that 
he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does 
injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in 
his injustice that he has done he shall die. 14Again, though I say to 
the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and 
does what is just and right, 15if the wicked restores the pledge, gives 
back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, 
not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 16None of 
the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He 
has done what is just and right; he shall surely live. 
 17“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it 
is their own way that is not just. 18When the righteous turns from his 
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. 19And when the 
wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, 
he shall live by them. 20Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not 
just.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his 
ways.” 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle                                                          1 Corinthians 10:1–13 

 1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual 
food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from 
the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 
5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they 
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were overthrown in the wilderness. 
 6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might 
not desire evil as they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them 
were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and 
rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as 
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 
9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were 
destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, as some of them did and were 
destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as 
an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on 
whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who 
thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has 
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be 
able to endure it. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Holy Gospel  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 
 

 
 
 1There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about 
the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 
2And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were 
worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in 
this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise 
perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and 
killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the 
others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all likewise perish.” 
 6And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7And he 
said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come 
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why 
should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it 
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alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9Then 
if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can 
cut it down.’” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
 

Sit 

 
Thine Forever, God of Love 

 

 
Text: Mary F. Maude, 1819–1913 

Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752–1817 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon     Pastor Matt Wallis 

 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
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     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 
people according to their needs. 
After each portion of the prayers: 

P  Lord, in your mercy, 
C  hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: 

P  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen 
 
 

Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Offertory 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 
prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and 
truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. 
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 
the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your 

body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember 
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, 
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 
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Sit 

 
Communion Distribution 

Holy Cross believes that the Lord’s Supper is a gift of Jesus to His 
church. The apostle Paul wrote, “Let a man examine himself, and so 
eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For any one who eats and 
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment upon 
himself.” (I Corinthians 11:28-29). Out of loving concern for those 
that commune and from our understanding of the Bible and the 
Lutheran Confessions, we request that those who commune here: 
 
1. Be baptized Christians 
2. Should have received special instruction on the essence and 
significance of the Lord’s Supper. 
3. Are mature enough to examine themselves,  recognizing their sin 
and their need for God’s grace through this special means. 
4. Profess the “real presence” of Christ in this sacrament, that is, 
confessing the true presence of Jesus’ body in the bread and His 
blood in the wine. 
 
We request that all that come to the Lord’s Supper join us in 
acknowledging the preceding affirmations of our understanding of 
communion. Non-communing children may join their parents. They 
are asked to fold their hands for a blessing. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to speak with the pastor after the service. 
 
If you are unable to drink wine, the inner tray has alcohol free wine. 
If you are in need of gluten free bread, please speak with one of the 
pastors. 
 
 

Stand 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in 
peace. 

C Amen. 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 

 
 

 
 
 

Jesus Shall Reign –
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Words of Departure 

P   Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
C  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Psalm 85 

8Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
 but let them not turn back to folly. 
9Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
 that glory may dwell in our land. 

10Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
 righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
11Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 
 and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
12Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
13Righteousness will go before him 
 and make his footsteps a way. 

 
 


