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HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

April 17, 2022, 6:30 a.m. 

 

We joyously greet all worshippers in the name of the risen Lord. 

Easter is the most glorious day in the Christian calendar. On this 

day we rejoice in Christ’s victory over sin and death. Praise God 

with great enthusiasm. Christ is risen indeed! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor: Hushed footsteps and subdued voices approach the tomb 

with ointment and spices for the dead, approach with 

caution and dread. 

People: Christ is alive! His tomb is empty! 

Pastor: Joy is unbound, only the signs of death remain, the 

wrappings and trappings of darkness and fear. Where 

have they taken the body? 

People: Christ is alive! Death could not hold Him! 

Pastor: Christ is risen, going on before us to Galilee and our 

town, walking on our streets and hiking up our paths. 

People: He’s not far off and remote, but near at hand in our 

lives. 

Pastor: Run, walk, whisper and shout, tell the Good News to all.               

Christ is Alive! 

People: Christ is alive! Let us rejoice! 

Pastor: Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! 

Pastor: Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! 
 

INVOCATION  

Pastor: Holy God, as once long ago you turned a gray dawn into a 

springtime alleluia, so come to us this morning and turn our 

sadness into joy. The rock is rolled away! The tomb is empty! 

We’ve come to celebrate the rolling stone and to ask you to roll the 

stone away in our lives to allow the resurrection of ourselves as 

new creations in Jesus Christ to come forth. Christ is risen!  

All: He is risen indeed! 
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HYMN – “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

EASTER PRAYER 

Pastor: God of amazing surprises and powerful love. Your Easter 

victory is our sign of hope. Your Easter triumph is our promise of 

new beginnings. Your Easter alleluia is unexpected, undeserved 

and graciously welcomed. We need Easter for we, too, know loss 

and grief. We need your Easter – The promise that dawn brings 

new possibilities, the assurance that your love is stronger than 

death, the hope that every day might be touched by Easter joy. 

Our words seem too timid and our songs not loud enough to 

trumpet our joy, to express our alleluias. Let everyone feel the 

possibilities for living life surrounded by powerful love and 

surprising grace. In the name of our Risen Lord. 

All - Amen. 

 

EASTER  READING – Matthew 28:1-10 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came 

down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone 

and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 

were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they 

shook and became like dead men. 
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5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 

you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he 

has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the 
dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 

him.’ Now I have told you.” 

8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with 

joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. 

“Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and 
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go 
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God 
 

HOMILY – Pastor Chris Johnson 
        
CREED - Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 

    the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

        and of all things visible and invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten son of God, 

         begotten of his Father before all worlds, 

         God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  being of one substance with the Father, 

  by whom all things were made; 

  who for us men and for our salvation 

     came down from heaven 

  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

  and was made man; 

  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

      He suffered and was buried. 

  And the third day he rose again 

          according to the Scriptures 

  and ascended into heaven 
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  and sits at the right hand of the Father.       

         And he will come again with glory to judge 

  both the living and the dead, 

  whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

         who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son together 

  is worshipped and glorified, 

  who spoke by the prophets. 

          And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

         Church, 

  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen 

 

HOMILY – Pastor Matt Wallis 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all   

people according to their needs. 

After each portion of the prayers: 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

     as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION INVITATION 
 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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DISTRIBUTION 

Holy Cross believes that the Lord’s Supper is a gift of Jesus to 
His church. The apostle Paul wrote, “Let a man examine himself, 
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For any one who 

eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks 

judgment upon himself.” (I Corinthians 11:28-29). Out of loving 

concern for those that commune and from our understanding of 

the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions, we request that those 

who commune here: 

    1. Be baptized Christians 

    2. Should have received special instruction on the  

        essence and significance of the Lord’s Supper. 
                     3. Are mature enough to examine themselves,  

                         recognizing their sin and their need for God’s grace  
                         through this special means. 

                      

 

4. Profess the “real presence” of Christ in this  
                         sacrament, that is, confessing the true presence of  

                         Jesus’ body in the bread and His blood in the wine. 
We request that all that come to the Lord’s Supper join us in 
acknowledging the preceding affirmations of our understanding 

of communion. Non-communing children may join their parents. 

They are asked to fold their hands for a blessing. If you have any 

questions, please feel free to speak with the pastor after the 

service. 

 

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION 

 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 

You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

 

BENEDICTION  

P May alleluias ring from shore to shore. 

May trumpets echo from mountain to mountain. 

May every heart know that Christ is risen. 

And may you never be afraid for Christ has triumphed over 

the grave. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN OF DEPARTURE – “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

WORDS OF DEPARTURE 

 Pastor:   He Is Risen! 

 People: He Is Risen Indeed! 

      

POSTLUDE 

 


