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AFTER
PENTECOST—
PROPER 12

You’re Worldly Rich

August 3, 2025

AS WE GATHER

There is a lot of “wisdom” floating around our world on how to become
wealthy. Some of the celebrities of our modern age are people like Jeff
Bezos, Warren Buffett, Bill Gates, and Elon Musk. They are people who
seem to have a super abundance of everything. Many of us spend at least
one-third of our lives working to accumulate enough wealth to hopefully
retire in comfort and security. Yet, as Jesus reminds us, our focus is
misplaced when we mistakenly believe that our investments, our retirement
funds, and our possessions are actually our own—that we earned them all by
ourselves. As we gather, we come together today to worship the King of all
creation who generously gives us everything that we have for this world and
the next.

PRELUDE

Music — Charles Patterson — Organ, Dan Olson - Trumpet
GREETING AND MOMENT OF FELLOWSHIP

Entrance Hymn
Please stand for the last verse of the hymn.
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You are my peace, my rest. What is the world to me!

My Je - sus, He a - lone. What is the world to me!
Once more, then, I de - clare: What is the world to me!

INVOCATION

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
People: Amen.

CREED Apostle’s Creed

People:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
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He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I~ everlasting. Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 24:1-2; 127:2; 147:9; Matthew 6:26;
James 1:17; Exodus 20:3; Colossians 3:5—6

Pastor: The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and
those who dwell therein, for He has founded it upon the seas and
established it upon the rivers.

People:  He gives to the beasts their food, and to the young ravens
that cry.

Pastor: Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
of more value than they?

People:  Itis in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating
the bread of anxious toil; for He gives to His beloved sleep.

Pastor: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation
or shadow due to change.

People:  The First Commandment reminds us, “You shall have no
other gods before Me.”

Pastor: Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry.

People:  On account of these the wrath of God is coming.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Most merciful God,

People:  You are the giver of everything we have. Yet, we are guilty of
coveting the possessions, experiences, and social standing of
others. We sin by valuing these things above You. For Jesus’
sake, forgive our sins. Renew us in Your knowledge and
conform us to Your image by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Pastor:  “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His
poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). We receive the
riches of God’s forgiveness because of Jesus. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the
I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

INTROIT Psalm 49:7-8, 13-14a, 15; antiphon: vv. 1-2

Pastor: Hear this, all peoples!

People:  Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, both low and high, rich
and poor together!

Pastor: Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his
life, for the ransom of their life is costly and can never suffice.

People:  This is the path of those who have foolish confidence; yet
after them people approve of their boasts.

Pastor: Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; death shall be their
shepherd.

People:  But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for
He will receive me.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor: Hear this, all peoples!

People:  Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, both low and high, rich
and poor together!
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SALUTATION

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray.
O God, You are the giver of all that we have, including all that
we are. We praise and thank You for blessing us with family,
friends, opportunities, jobs, and possessions. Guide us to be good
stewards of all You generously give to us; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People:  Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12—14; 2:18-26
(Enjoying your work is a gift from God.)

ZVanity of vanities, says the Preacher,

vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . .

12] the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. '*And I applied my
heart to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is
an unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to be busy
with. "I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is
vanity and a striving after wind. . . .

18] hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it
to the man who will come after me, ?and who knows whether he will be
wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my
wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 2°So I turned about and gave my
heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, ?'because
sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill
must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This
also is vanity and a great evil. 2?What has a man from all the toil and striving
of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 2*For all his days are full of
sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest.
This also is vanity.

24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and
find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, **for
apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 2For to the one
who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the
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sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to
one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1-11 (Live as the people you are in Christ.)

'Tf then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. *Set your minds on things
that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your
life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life appears,
then you also will appear with him in glory.

SPut to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. ®On account of
these the wrath of God is coming. "In these you too once walked, when you
were living in them. ®But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath,
malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. °Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices '’and have
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of
its creator. 'Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13  (Jesus teaches His disciples to
pray.)

Pa%tor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.

22[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about
your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. >*For
life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. >*Consider the
ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and
yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 2> And
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 2If
then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious
about the rest? 2’Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor
spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. 2*But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you
of little faith! 2 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to
drink, nor be worried. 3°For all the nations of the world seek after these
things, and your Father knows that you need them. 3!Instead, seek his
kingdom, and these things will be added to you.

32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves
with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that
does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. **For where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.

Lord of Glory, You created this world and everything in it, and
You continue to rule over it. We praise and thank You for being
our Good Shepherd who daily and richly provides for us. Thank
You for laying down Your life for us and taking it back up again.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, we praise and thank You for all the blessings
You generously give us. We thank You for our families, friends,
opportunities, vocations, and possessions. Lead us to be good
stewards of all that You place into our hands. Guard our hearts
against selfishness, arrogance, and pride. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, You promised Abram that You would bless him
to be a blessing. We, too, are truly blessed as we freely receive
the riches of Your kingdom. We praise and thank You for the
riches of Your Word and the forgiveness we graciously receive
at Your Table. Empower us by Your love to care for the widow,
the orphan, the poor, and the needy. We pray now for all who are
struggling in body, mind, and spirit, [especially . . .]. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Glorious Lord, we praise and thank You for calling us by the
Gospel, enlightening us with Your gifts, and sanctifying and
keeping us in the one true faith. We pray for those in our
families, workplaces, and neighborhoods who are near to us but
far from You. Pour Your love, mercy, and grace into their lives
and bring them to faith in You. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, we lift these prayers to You, trusting in Your mercy
to hear and answer us according to Your good and gracious will.
In Your glorious name, we pray.

Amen.

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
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People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

Pastor: It is truly, good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, O God, the giver of every
good and every perfect gift, that in Your mercy You sent Your
Son that though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor,
so that we by His poverty might become rich. It is through His
life, death, and resurrection that we receive the riches of Your
kingdom—forgiveness, life, and salvation. Because He is now
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS (p. 178 in hymnal)
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor:

People:

Blessed are You, O Lord of glory, for You have bought us with
Your life-blood as the price. Give us faith to trust You boldly,
hope, to stay our souls on You; but, oh, best of all Your graces,
with Your love our love renew.

You are the giver of every good and every perfect gift. In Your
righteous judgment You condemn pride, arrogance, and
selfishness. Yet, in Your great mercy, You not only provide for
the needs of our bodies and lives but also provide the eternal
promise of salvation through Your blessed death, rest in the
tomb, and victorious resurrection.

We thank You for the gifts You generously give us for our
bodies and souls, especially the gifts of Your grace that we eat
and drink from this altar. By the power of the Holy Spirit, lead
us to faithfully eat and drink these gifts of Your body and Your
blood for the forgiveness of our sins so that we may be rich
toward You; for You rule and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever and ever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22—
24; Luke 22:19-20;1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body, which is

12



given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you, this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST [ Corinthians 11:26; Revelation
22:20

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.

People:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

People: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
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Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI (p. 180 in hymnal)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor:  Let us pray.
O God, the fountain and source of all that is good, who in Your
mercy sent Your one and only Son into the flesh to be our Savior,
we thank You for the rich blessings You generously pour into our
lives—our health, our families, our vocations, and our material
possessions. We especially thank You this day for the gifts we
receive in this Sacrament—forgiveness, life, and salvation. Rule
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People:

our hearts and minds by the Holy Spirit so that we are empowered
to bless others with the blessings we receive from You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION Hebrews 13:20-21

Pastor:

People:

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the
eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may
do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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