FIFTH SUNDAY
IN LENT

March 22, 2026, 8:00 am

PRELUDE:
Charles Patterson — Organ
Dan Olson — Trumpet

GREETING AND MOMENT
OF FELLOWSHIP

HOLY CROSS

LAKE MARY

Entrance Hymn - Please stand for the last verse of the hymn

423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary
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1 Je - sus, ref - uge of the wea-ry, Blest Re - deem - er,
2 Do we pass that cross un- heed-ing, Breath-ing no re -
3 Je - sus, may our hearts be burn-ing With more fer - vent
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whom we love, Foun - tain in life’s des - ert drea - ry, Sav - ior
pen - tant vow, Though we see You wound-ed, bleed-ing, See Your
love for You; May our eyes be ev - er turn -ing To be -
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from the world a - bove: Of - ten have Your eyes, of - fend - ed,
thorn-en - cir- cled brow? Yet Your sin - less death has brought us
hold Your cross a - new Till in glo-ry, pat-ed nev - er
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Gazed up - on the sin - ner’s fall; Yet up - on the
Life e - ter - nal, peace, and rest; On - ly what Your
From the bless - ed Sav - lor’s side, Grav - en in  our
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cross ex - tend - ed, You have borne the pain of all
grace has taught us  Calms the sin - ner’s deep dis - tress.
hearts for - ev - er, Dwell the cross, the Cru - ci - fied.

Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826-96, alt.
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel
Text and tune: Public domain



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Kyrie LSB 186
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on us. Lord, have mer - cy up - on us.



Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P] The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

(P} Letus pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon
Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore
in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14

IThe hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in
the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley;
it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and
behold, they were very dry. *And he said to me, “Son of man, can
these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.”
“Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them,
O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 3Thus says the Lord GOD
to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and
you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”

’So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there
was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together,
bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them.
But there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says
the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on
these slain, that they may live.” 1°So I prophesied as he commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their
feet, an exceedingly great army.

""Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our
hope is lost; we are clean cut off.” >Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord GoD: Behold, I will open your graves and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into
the land of Israel. '*And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I
open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people.
“And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the
LoORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 8:1-11

IThere is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. *For God has done what
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might
be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according
to the Spirit. *For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. °To set the mind on
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not
submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 3Those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

%Y ou, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of
Christ does not belong to him. '°But if Christ is in you, although the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. ''If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Mark 4:1-20
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

'Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd
gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the
sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2And he
was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he
said to them: 3“Listen! A sower went out to sow. *And as he sowed,
some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it.
3Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil,



and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. *And
when the sun rose it was scorched, and since it had no root, it
withered away. "Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8And other seeds fell into
good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and
yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” °And he said,
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

19And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve
asked him about the parables. ' And he said to them, “To you has
been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside
everything is in parables, '’so that

“they may indeed see but not perceive,
and may indeed hear but not understand,
lest they should turn and be forgiven.”

13And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How
then will you understand all the parables? “The sower sows the
word. And these are the ones along the path, where the word is
sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the
word that is sown in them. '®And these are the ones sown on rocky
ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately
receive it with joy. 7And they have no root in themselves, but
endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on
account of the word, immediately they fall away. '8And others are
the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word,
Ybut the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the
desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves
unfruitful. 2°But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones
who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and
sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.



Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



Blessed Assurance
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. Bless-ed as - sur-ance, Je - sus is ° mine! O what a
2. Per - fect sub- mis -sion, per - fect de - light, Vi - sions of
3. Per- fect sub- mis -sion, all is at  res | in my
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va-tion, pur-chase of God,
scend -ing, bring from a - bove
wait -ing, look-ing a - bove, Filled with his good-ness, lost in his love.

Ech-oes of mer-cy, whis-persof love,

Born of his spir- it, washed in his blood.
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Sav - ior all the day long; sto - ry, this
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song, Prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long. A - men,
|| . K] .
0 .
Jl{ > B :H




Sermon

Offertory LSB 192
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
I 9 b —— ] ‘ T — S ——— PR | E—— Pl |
tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Offering

Prayer of the Church

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction LSB 202
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto
you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you
peace.
Amen, amen, amen.

, 664 Fight the Good Fight
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is  your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your

3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; His bound-less
4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He chang - es
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strength, and  Christ your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and  seek His face. Life with its way be -
mer - Cy will pro - vide. Trust, and en - dur - ing
not who  holds you dear; On - ly be - lieve, and
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it shall be  Your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.

fore us lies; Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
faith  shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love.

you will see  That Christ is all e - ter - mnal - ly.
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-75, alt.
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York
Text and tune: Public domain

Dismissal
P] Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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