
 

 

FIFTH  SUNDAY  

IN LENT 
 

March 22, 2026, 8:00 am 
  

PRELUDE:  
Charles Patterson – Organ 

Dan Olson – Trumpet 
  

GREETING AND MOMENT  

OF FELLOWSHIP 
Entrance Hymn - Please stand for the last verse of the hymn 

 
423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–96, alt. 

Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, 1745, Basel 

Text and tune: Public domain 



 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 



 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon 

Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore 

in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1–14 
 1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in 

the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; 

it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and 

behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and 

behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can 
these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, 
O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD 

to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 

shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 

you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there 

was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, 

bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. 

But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says 

the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on 

these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded 

me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 

feet, an exceedingly great army. 

 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and 

raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into 

the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 
14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 

place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the 

LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 



 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 8:1–11 
 1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 

Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what 

the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in 

the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might 

be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according 

to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on 

the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not 

submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 

 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 

Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the 

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 4:1–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 

  

 
  

 1Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd 

gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the 

sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2And he 

was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he 

said to them: 3“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, 

some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 
5Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, 



 

 

and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6And 

when the sun rose it was scorched, and since it had no root, it 

withered away. 7Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 

up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8And other seeds fell into 

good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and 

yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9And he said, 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 10And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve 

asked him about the parables. 11And he said to them, “To you has 
been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside 

everything is in parables, 12so that 

“they may indeed see but not perceive, 
 and may indeed hear but not understand, 

lest they should turn and be forgiven.” 

13And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How 
then will you understand all the parables? 14The sower sows the 

word. 15And these are the ones along the path, where the word is 

sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the 

word that is sown in them. 16And these are the ones sown on rocky 

ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately 

receive it with joy. 17And they have no root in themselves, but 

endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on 

account of the word, immediately they fall away. 18And others are 

the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 
19but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the 

desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves 

unfruitful. 20But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones 

who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and 

sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

  
 

  



 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

  



 

 

Blessed Assurance 
 

  



 

 

Sermon 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

  



 

 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

664 Fight the Good Fight 

 

 

 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–75, alt. 

Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, 1821, New York 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Dismissal  
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® 

Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 

© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing 

House. 


